
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HB2739 
Measure Title: RELATING TO HEALTH. 
Report Title: Health; Our Care, Our Choice Act 

Description: 

Establishes a regulated process under which an adult 
resident of the State with a medically confirmed terminal 
disease and less than six months to live may choose to 
obtain a prescription for medication to end the patient's 
life. Imposes criminal sanctions for tampering with a 
patient's request for a prescription or coercing a patient to 
request a prescription. (HB2739 HD1) 

Companion:  

Package: None 
Current 
Referral: CPH, JDC 

Introducer(s): BELATTI, HASHEM, LOWEN, LUKE, MORIKAWA, 
NISHIMOTO, SAIKI, TAKAYAMA, TODD 
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In consideration of 
House Bill No. 2739 HD1 
RELATING TO HEALTH 

 
 
Chair Baker, Vice Chair Tokuda, and committee members: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments in Strong Support for House Bill 
2739 HD1. 
 
The Governor’s Office believes this bill is important to allow terminally ill patients to 
decide for themselves when and how their lives should end. We believe HB2739 HD1 is 
well-intended in a context of a robust continuum of palliative and hospice care, provides 
sufficient safe-guards for both patients and doctors to minimize abuse. 
 
We defer to the Department of Health and the Office of the Attorney General for any 
technical amendments which may be needed to clarify or strengthen the bill. 
 
We appreciate your attention and will be available to answer your questions, should you 
have any at this time. 
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TESTIMONY OF 
THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

TO THE  
SENATE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH  

 
HOUSE BILL NO. HB 2739, HD1 

Relating to Health 
 
 

Aloha Chair Baker and Vice Chair Tokuda, 
 
As Attorney General, last year I worked closely with members of both the House and Senate 
to assist the Legislature as you crafted legislation to add Hawai‘i to the ranks of states – like 
California, Colorado, Oregon, Vermont, and Washington – which have passed similar “death 
with dignity” measures.  House Bill 2739, H.D. 1, reflects your conscientious work to create 
a compassionate process.  It also reflects your concerted efforts to provide strict safeguards 
that, along with appropriate regulations, will protect individuals from fraud or other crimes. 
 
I support House Bill 2739, H.D. 1, and encourage the legislature to continue working with the 
constructive input of the Attorney General’s office as the bill moves forward. Thank you for 
your consideration. 
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TESTIMONY OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE, 2018                                       
 
 

ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
H.B. NO. 2739, H.D. 1,   RELATING TO HEALTH. 
 
BEFORE THE: 
                             
SENATE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH
                        
 
DATE: Friday, March 16, 2018     TIME:  8:30 a.m. 

LOCATION: State Capitol, Room 229 

TESTIFIER(S): Russell A. Suzuki, Acting Attorney General,  or   
  Angela A. Tokuda, Deputy Attorney General       
  
 
Chair Baker and Members of the Committee: 

The Department of the Attorney General supports this measure and provides the 

following comments.  

The purpose of this bill is to enact a medical aid in dying law modeled after 

Oregon’s death with dignity law, which has been in effect since 1997.  The bill provides 

safeguards to ensure that a terminally ill adult who chooses to make end-of-life 

decisions is able to do so and also retain the right to rescind the request. 

We recommend that several issues in this measure be addressed. 

(1) On pages 20 - 21, in the new section   -15 of the new chapter being added 

to the Hawaii Revised Statutes by section 3 of the bill, there are no clear consequences 

for noncompliance with this section.  We recommend including wording to identify what 

the consequences are for failure to dispose of unused medication dispensed to assist 

dying, if any.  

(2) On page 22, lines 7 - 8, in the new section   -18, the phrase “any other  

criminal conduct under the law” is overly broad and vague.  We recommend identifying 

the other offenses that are intended to be covered by this wording. 

(3) There are four recommendations for the new section   -19(a).  First, we  

recommend deleting the term “good faith” on page 22, line 19, page 23, lines 8 and 12, 

and on page 24, line 9, in order to establish a more clear, objective standard for liability.  
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Good faith compliance is difficult to disprove as one could simply claim that he or she 

was “acting in good faith compliance” without additional evidence. 

Second, for section   -19(a)(1), on page 22, line 19, the word “participating” is 

redundant with “acting in” and the use of “or” is ambiguous.  We recommend deleting 

the words “participating or” in order to establish a clearer, objective standard for liability.  

Doing so will also make this wording consistent with the wording in section   

-19(a)(5), on page 24, line 9.  On page 22, line 20, we recommend replacing the word 

“including” with the word “or.”  The act of “being present” has no relation to being in 

“compliance with this chapter.”  The revised provision would then read: 

(1)  No person shall be subject to civil or criminal liability or professional  
disciplinary action for participating or acting in good faith compliance 
with this chapter, [including] or being present when a qualified patient 
takes the prescribed medication to end the qualified patient's life in a 
humane and dignified manner; 

 

Third, for section   -19(a)(1) on page 22, lines 17 – 18 and   -19(a)(5) on page 24, 

line 9, the term “criminal liability” is overly broad and vague.  We recommend identifying 

the criminal offenses that are intended to be covered by this wording. 

Fourth, for section   -19(a)(4), on page 23, line 17, to page 24, line 7, we 

recommend including a statement to clarify that health care providers are not required 

to inform a patient about the option to obtain medication for the purpose of ending the 

patient’s life or refer a qualified patient to another health care provider who is willing to 

participate in carrying out a qualified patient’s request if the current health care provider 

is unable or unwilling to participate.  Suggested wording would read: 

(4) No health care provider shall be under any duty, whether by contract,  
by statute, or by any other legal requirement, to participate in the 
provision to a qualified patient of a prescription or medication to end 
the qualified patient's life pursuant to this chapter[.], including informing 
a patient about the option to obtain medication for the purpose of 
ending the patient’s life under this chapter and referring a qualified 
patient to a new health care provider if a health care provider is unable 
or unwilling to participate in carrying out a qualified patient’s request 
under this chapter.  If a health care provider is unable or unwilling to 
carry out a patient's request under this chapter, and the patient 
transfers the patient's care to a new health care provider, the prior 
health care provider shall transfer, upon request, a copy of the patient's 
relevant medical records to the new health care provider; and 
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 (4)   On page 28, lines 13 and 19, in the new section   -20, the use of the 

wording “pursuant to section   -2” in conjunction with “request for a prescription,” is 

imprecise as it suggests that the “prohibited acts” are in accordance with section   -2.  

However, the prohibited acts under this section are not in accordance with section    

-2.  Suggested wording can be amended to read “as set out in section   -2” as follows: 

§   -20  Prohibited acts; penalties.   (a)  Any person who intentionally 
makes, completes, alters, or endorses a request for a prescription [made 
pursuant to] as set out in section    -2, for another person, or conceals or 
destroys any documentation of a rescission of a request for a prescription 
completed by another person, shall be guilty of a class A felony. 

(b) Any person who knowingly coerces or induces a patient by force,  
threat, fraud, or intimidation to request a prescription [pursuant to] as set out in 
section    -2, shall be guilty of a class A felony. 

 
(5) On page 29, we recommend that the severability provision in new section  

-22 be omitted because it does not need to be codified when section 1-23, Hawaii 

Revised Statutes, will apply to the new chapter and because the bill already has a 

severability clause in section 9.  

(6) On pages 37 and 38, we recommend amending sections 6 and 7 of this  

measure as follows: 

SECTION 6. Section 707-701.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by 
amending subsection (1) to read as follows:  

"(1)  Except as provided in section 707-701, a person commits the offense  
of murder in the second degree if the person intentionally or knowingly causes 
the death of another person[.]; provided that this section shall not apply to actions 
taken [under] in compliance with chapter ___." 

 
SECTION 7. Section 707-702, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by 

amending subsection (1) to read as follows:  
"(1)  A person commits the offense of manslaughter if:  
 (a)  The person recklessly causes the death of another person; or  
 (b)  The person intentionally causes another person to commit suicide[.]; 

provided that this section shall not apply to actions taken [under] in compliance 
with chapter ___. " 
 

Finally, we note that similar laws have attracted lawsuits in other states and while 

we cannot predict with certainty how the courts will rule, we see no serious 

constitutional impediment to this bill as currently drafted.  But the suggested edits to 
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new section   -19(a)(4) above, which would clarify that health care providers are not 

required to participate in any way with the provision of lethal drugs under this chapter, 

would help strengthen the bill in the event of a constitutional challenge.   

We encourage the Committee to proceed with this measure, with the 

recommended amendments. 

 

 



        DAVID Y. IGE 
       GOVERNOR OF HAWAII 

 

 

VIRGINIA PRESSLER, M.D. 
DIRECTOR OF HEALTH 

 STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

P. O. Box 3378 
Honolulu, HI  96801-3378 

doh.testimony@doh.hawaii.gov 

 

 

 
 

Testimony in SUPPORT of  HB2739 HD1 
RELATING TO HEALTH. 

SENATOR ROSALYN H. BAKER, CHAIR   

SENATE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH 
Hearing Date: March 16, 2018 Room Number:  229 

 

Fiscal Implications:  N/A. 1 

Department Testimony:  The Department of Health strongly supports HB2739 HD1, the 2 

purpose of which is to establish a regulatory process for medical aid in dying for terminally ill 3 

patients.  The “Our Care, Our Choice Act” is relevant if and only if it is seen within the context 4 

of a strong continuum of palliative and hospice care, which in Hawaii is robust, and therefore 5 

offers individuals a meaningful option.  However, the department recommends amendments that 6 

further assure privacy, condientiality, and consistency. 7 

1. Remove references to “vital statistics” due to complex confidentiality laws.  Death 8 

certificates of qualified patients will be received and processed identically to all other 9 

decedents. 10 

2. Remove proposed section -14(d) in its entirety since an annual report is required in 11 

proposed section -25.  Furthermore, the specific data fields required by proposed section -12 

14(d) are inconsistent with data requested on forms submitted by providers, e.g. 13 

education levels, hospice status, etc. 14 

The department possess sufficient epidemiological expertise to craft annual reports on activities 15 

authorized by this chapter and based on forms submitted by providers.  Therefore, an advisory 16 

group is not necessary.  Should the Legislature deem it necessary, the department recommends 17 

an advisory group with members appointed by the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the 18 
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House of Representatives, the Governor, and subject-matter experts recommended by the 1 

Department of Health.   2 

 3 



 

 

 

 

HawaiÔi Psychological Association 
For a Healthy HawaiÔi 

P.O. Box 833 
Honolulu, HI  96808 

www.hawaiipsychology.org hpaexec@gmail.com 
Phone: 808-521-8995 

 
Senator Rosalyn H.  Baker, Chair 

Senator Jill N.  Tokuda, Vice Chair 
Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health 

 
Friday, March 16, 2018, 8:30am 

Capitol Auditorium, State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street 
 

Testimony in SUPPORT of HB  2739 HD1 
Relating to Health 

 
The HawaiÔi Psychological Association (HPA) wishes to offer testimony in support of House Bill 2739.  
HB 2739 Òestablishes a regulatory process under which an adult resident of the State with a medically 
confirmed terminal disease and less than six months to live may choose to obtain a prescription for 
medication to end the patientÕs life. Imposes criminal sanctions for tampering with a patientÕs request for 
a prescription or coercing a patient to request a prescription.Ó 
 
Living with a painful and disabling, medically confirmed terminal illness and the individualÕs control over 
end-of-life decisions may be the most difficult decision a person can make, and this is likely to be 
extremely emotional for the patientÕs families and loved ones.  There may be concerns of competency, 
being pressured, and the ability to effectively communicate their wishes that may be raised by those 
questioning the patientÕs ability to make a rational choice in the final stages of his or her life. 
 
HPA believes that this bill has robust safeguards in place to prevent concerns of possible abuse.  These 
protective measures likely provide the strongest safeguards of any state in our nation. There are also 
requirements for advanced licensed mental health professionals Ñ  psychologists, psychiatrists and social 
workers, to evaluate the patient to insure the decision to aid in the termination of his or her life is 
rationally considered and effectively communicated.  Such provisions will insure that a) the patient is 
cognitively competent to make the decision, b) the patient is able to obtain relevant health information 
they need, c) has effectively communicated questions to their providers, d) has weighed the risks and 
benefits of their choice, e) is referred for counseling when appropriate, and d) they understand the 
procedure in detail.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this testimony. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Tanya Gamby, PhD 
President, HPA 
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H.B. 2739, HD1 does not force any patient to seek to end his or her life nor does it force any 
physician to prescribe lethal medication to a terminally ill patient.  In truth, some patients who ask 
for and receive the medication may decide not to use it.  Most, if not all, terminally ill patients want 
to live, but H.B. 2739, HD1 will allow a patient the OPTION  to decide if and when medication to 
end life will be taken.   
 
The ILWU urges passage of H.B. 2739, HD1.  Thank you for the opportunity to share our views 
and concerns on this important matter. 
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relieve almost all forms of discomfort, distress, and pain during the terminal phase of an 
illness without purposefully hastening death. 
 
Instead of introducing assisted suicide, as a community we should focus our efforts on 
improving access to high quality end-of-life care.   
 
Hawaii has made tremendous progress in promoting the value of hospice and palliative 
are, but there is much more we can do to meet the comprehensive needs of 
patients/families facing terminal illnesses. We must continue our efforts at: 
 

 professional education,  
 public awareness,  
 developing our healthcare systems,  
 improving public policy to eliminate barriers to hospice and palliative care,  
 promoting best practices, and  
 research to increase the body of knowledge needed to improve care. 

 
Improving access for all to high quality end-of-life care is imperative and is a strategic 
goal of SFHS and St. Francis Hospice. 
 
We strongly urge you to oppose HB 2739 HD 1. 
 
Sincerely, 
Gary Simon 
Director of Corporate Affairs and Advocacy 
St. Francis Healthcare System of Hawaii 
2226 Liliha Street, Room 217 
Honolulu, Hawaii  96817 
 
Email gsimon@stfrancishawaii.org 
 
March 14, 2018 

mailto:gsimon@stfrancishawaii.org
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Position 

Present at 
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Ron Hart 
Testifying for Hawaii 

Citizens for End of Life 
Choices 

Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

To:        Members of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and 
Health                         (CPH) and the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor (JDL) 

From:  Ron Hart, PhD 

Re:      HB 2739 relating to legalization of Medical Aid in Dying 

Date:   March 16, 2018 

Aloha, Senators, and  Aloha from the Big Island 

My name is Dr. Ron Hart.  I am Co-Chair of Hawaii Citizens for End of Life Choices, a 
grass-roots citizen action organization.  Our mission is to advocate in favor of legislation 
legalizing Medical Aid in Dying in Hawaii. 

Our membeship includes many nurses and other health care professionals with years of 
service on ghe front lines of death and dying.  Our membership also includeds many lay 
people who have served as care givers for dying friends and family members.  

Based on our own personal experiences, and on the experience of countless other 
caregivers and their patients, we believe that a compelling case for legalizing Medical 
Aid iin Dying can be made based simply on the overwhelming empirical evidence of 
widespread unmitigated pain and suffering at the end of life. Consequently, this practice 
should be recognized as a legitimate and integral part ofthe continuum of medical care 
at the end of life. 

Moreover, we believe that Medical Aid in Dying is much broader than just a medical 
issue.  It is also a public health issue, a privacy issue, a financial issue, and--most 
importantly--a matter of fundamental human rights and individual civil liberties. 

We believe deeply in the principles of individual liberty and self-determination. We 
strongly believe in the individual's right to choose.  In the final analysis is it the RIGHT 
TO CHOOSE rather that the choice itself that is the central issue in this debate. 



We urge your support of HB2739.  Thank you for your consideration. 
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Comments:  

Hawaii Republicans affirm the sanctity of life and the inherent dignity of each human 
being from conception to natural death. We believe all human life is sacred regardless 
of age or infirmity, and therefore we oppose assisted suicide and euthanasia in any 
form. 

Instead of embracing PAS, we should respond to suffering with true aloha! Those 
seeking PAS typically suffer from depression and loneliness. Instead of helping them to 
kill themselves, we should offer them appropriate medical care and human comfort. For 
those in physical pain, palliative care can manage their pain and symptoms effectively. 
For those whom death is imminent, hospice care and fellowship can comfort them in 
their last days. Anything less is not pono and contradicts our Aloha spirit. 

Brett Kulbis, Chairman Honolulu County Republican Party 
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46-063 Emepela Pl. #U101  Kaneohe, HI  96744 á (808) 679-7454 á Kris Coffield á Co-founder/Executive Director  

 

TESTIMONY FOR HOUSE BILL 2739 , HOUSE DRAFT 1, RELATING TO HEALTH  
 

Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health 
Hon. Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 

Hon. Jill N. Tokuda, Vice Chair 
 

Friday, March  16, 2018, 8:30 AM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 229 

 
Honorable Chair Baker and committee members: 
 
 I am Kris Coffield, representing IMUAlliance, a nonpartisan political advocacy 
organization that currently boasts over 400 members. On behalf of our members, we offer this 
testimony in strong support of House Bill 2739, HD 1, relating to health.  

 Compassion and choices acts, also known as Òdeath with dignityÓ laws, empower people 
to end their lives on their own terms. Painful as it may be to discuss, compassion and choices 
enable terminally ill patients to decide whether or not to use prescription pharmaceuticals to avoid 
life supportive processes that prolong dying without enhancing the patientÕs quality of life. 
Importantly, compassion and choices do not replace end-of-life care. Patients may still choose to 
receive hospice and palliative care as an alternative to hospitalization, and may deal with terminal 
illness in the comfort of their own homes. Contrary to sensationalized claims from opponents of 
such proposals, patients are not coerced into ending their lives prematurely.  

Relatedly, while we must continue to fight for universal healthcare to prevent medical 
premiums from becoming a debt sentence, there is no evidence to support the notion that 
financial burdens pressure patients to end their lives to cut costs to their families. As Martin 
Levin, Special Counsel for the Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice and Human Rights, wrote in 
ÒPhysician-Assisted Suicide: Legality and MoralityÓ (December, 2012), Òeven if we were to 
consider these figures, the savings only total approximately $10,000 per assisted suicide victim. 
The total savings of approximately $627 million is less than one percent of total United States 
health care expenditures. The reason this figure is so low is because an extremely small percentage 
of Americans receiving health care qualify for physician-assisted suicide. We are not talking about 
the withholding or withdrawing of life-sustaining procedures. This is already legal and widely 
utilized. What we are talking about is allowing a competent adult suffering from an incurable 
illness with less than six months to live to seek the assistance of a physician in ending the patientÕs 



!"#$%&'((#)*+%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%,-.-/%01231454%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% #6788**#89:);<68#*=:'6  

life. This number makes up less than one-third of 1 percent of Americans each year, and those who 
do qualify, and who choose to die by assisted suicide, generally end their lives approximately 
three weeks before their natural death would have occurred.Ó 

 Equally absurd are claims that compassion and choices policies are driven by a desire to 
cut systemic medical costs. Merrill Matthews, Director of the Center for Health Policy Studies at 
the National Center for Policy Analysis, additionally held, in ÒWould Physician-Assisted Suicide 
Save the Healthcare System Money?Ó, appearing in Physician Assisted Suicide: Expanding the 
Debate (1998), that: ÒWould Physician-Assisted Suicide Save Money?  The answer to the question 
seems almost certainly no... The primary reason is that the number of people seeking physician-
assisted suicide and being granted that assistance is extremely small...Most requests for physician 
assistance come in the last month, or even the last days of life, which would drastically reduce the 
actual amount of money saved. For example, in the survey of Dutch physicians, 64 percent said 
they had shortened a patient's life by less than twenty-four hours, and in 16 percent it was shortened 
less than a week...Considering the way we finance healthcare in the United States, it would be hard 
to make a case that there is a financial imperative compelling us to adopt physician-assisted suicide 
in an effort to save money so that others could benefit.Ó 

Thus, again, this bill isnÕt about money. ItÕs about compassion for people suffering through 
difficult illnesses. Physician-assisted suicide would not save substantial amounts of moneyÐin 
absolute or relative termsÐfor HawaiÕi, negating the argument that individual or governmental 
fiscal pressure makes death more appealing. Patients who seek medical aid in dying do so for many 
reasons, including loss of autonomy, being less able to engage in routine activities, loss of dignity, 
loss of bodily functions, inadequate pain control, and combinations thereof. Gallup polls have 
consistently found that about 70 percent of Americans support doctors using painless means of 
ending the life of someone suffering from an incurable disease, if the patient and his or her family 
request it. Civil Beat likewise found in a November 2017 poll that 63 percent of local voters 
support medical aid in dying legislation, a number has steadily risen in recent years. Other polls 
have shown over 80 percent support among local voters. Clearly, the political risk isnÕt in passing 
this measure, but in failing to move it forward.  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support of this bill. 

Sincerely, 
Kris Coffield 
Executive Director 
IMUAlliance 
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THE SENATE 
THE TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2018 
 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 

Senator Jill N. Tokuda, Vice Chair 
 

TESTIMON Y SUPPORTING HB2739, HD1 
 

Friday, March 16, 2018 
8:30 - 11:25 a.m. 

Conference Room 229 
State Capitol 

 
Aloha Chair Baker, Vice Chair Tokuda and Committee Members. 
 
My name is Scott Foster and I am testifying as the Chair of the Kupuna Caucus of the 
Democratic Party of Hawai`i. !"#$%&'()*+#$,--'&%#HB2739, HD1 with no amendments. #
 
Sincerely, 
/s/ 
Scott Foster 
808-590-5880 
fosters005@hawaii.rr.com 















HB-2739-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/15/2018 10:48:21 AM 
Testimony for CPH on 3/16/2018 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Tracy Tobias 

Testifying on behalf of 
Concerned Women for 

America (CWA of 
Hawaii) 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

On Behalf of Concerned Women for America (CWA), we and I strongly OPPOSE HB 
2739 HD1. 

Oregon reports that the dominant reasons motivating patients to choose assisted 
suicide have nothing to do with pain management. The primary concerns center around 
having a disability: losing autonomy (92%), being less able to engage in activities 
making life enjoyable (90%) and losing dignity (79%). Fear of inadequate pain control is 
�R�Q�H���R�I���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V�¶���O�H�D�V�W���F�L�W�H�G���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V�� 

Modern medicine has made significant advances in pain control. Doctors now have a 
range of options to treat pain in terminally ill patients, including even palliative sedation 
as a last resort. 

Proponents cite that they want the right or have the right to decide to commit suicide, to 
kill themse�O�Y�H�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q�¶�W���J�R���R�Q�����:�H���G�R�Q�¶�W���Q�H�H�G���D���O�D�Z���W�R���P�D�N�H���L�W���O�H�J�D�O���I�R�U��
individuals to kill themselves. What does this say about our civil society? Individuals 
�D�O�U�H�D�G�\���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���D�Q�G���³�U�L�J�K�W�´�����W�K�H���I�U�H�H���Z�L�O�O�����W�R���P�D�N�H���J�R�R�G���D�Q�G���E�D�G���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V�����,�W���L�V��
a per�V�R�Q�D�O���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���Z�H���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���K�D�Y�H���U�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V���R�I���D���O�D�Z�����:�H���G�R�Q�¶�W���Q�H�H�G���D���O�D�Z���W�R���³�P�D�N�H��
�L�W���R�N�´�����:�H���Z�R�X�O�G���V�H�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�U�R�Q�J���P�H�V�V�D�J�H���L�I���Z�H���P�D�N�H���V�X�L�F�L�G�H���D���³�O�H�J�D�O�´���U�L�J�K�W�����W�K�D�W��
�V�R�P�H�K�R�Z���Q�R�Z���L�W�¶�V���R�N���D�Q�G���Z�H���D�V���D���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���Z�L�O�O���V�W�D�Q�G���E�\���D�Q�G���D�V�V�L�V�W���L�Q���O�H�W�W�L�Q�J���\�R�X���N�L�O�O��
yourself. 

�<�R�X���G�R�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R���E�H���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���W�R���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�D�W���L�W�¶�V���Z�U�R�Q�J���W�R���N�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J�O�\���V�W�D�Q�G�E�\���D�Q�G���D�V�V�L�V�W���L�Q��
�W�K�L�V�����:�H���D�U�H���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���F�D�U�H���I�R�U���R�X�U���H�O�G�H�U�����V�L�F�N�����G�H�S�U�H�V�V�H�G�����O�R�Q�H�O�\�«���Q�R�W���J�L�Y�H���W�K�H�P���W�K�H��
green light to end their lives because we feel sorry for them or we think we �G�R�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z��
how to care for them. This is not love or caring actions. 

I strongly OPPOSE this merciless Bill, HB 2739 HD1. 
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Hawai`i Advocates For Consumer Rights 

Working for HawaiiÕs consumers since 1994 
Scott Foster, Communications Director 

808-590-5880 
 fosters005@hawaii.rr.com 

advocatesforconsumerrights.org 
 

 
THE SENATE 

THE TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 
REGULAR SESSION OF 2018 

 
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH 

Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 
Senator Jill N. Tokuda, Vice Chair 

 
TESTIMONY SUPPORTING HB2739, HD1 

 
Friday, March 16, 2018 

8:30 - 11:25 a.m. 
Conference Room 229 

State Capitol 
 
Aloha Chair Baker, Vice Chair Tokuda and Committee Members. My name is Scott Foster and 

I am testifying as the Communication Director of Hawai`i Advocates For Consumer Rights 

(AFCR) representing our 2000+ members across the state.  AFCR is now in our third decade 

advocating for Hawai`i consumers on issues such as car and health insurance reform, medical 

marijuana and Internet access.  We strongly support HB2739, HD1 with no amendments.  

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Scott Foster 

Communications Director 



HB-2739-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/13/2018 9:44:21 PM 
Testimony for CPH on 3/16/2018 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

De MONT R. D. 
CONNER 

Testifying for 
Ho'omanapono Political 

Action Committee 
(HPAC) 

Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

We continue to STRONGLY SUPPORT this bill. Mahalo. 
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THE SENATE 
THE TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2018 
 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND HEALTH 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Chair 

Senator Jill N. Tokuda, Vice Chair 
 

TESTIMONY SUPPORTING HB2739, HD1 
 

Friday, March 16, 2018 
8:30 - 11:25 a.m. 

Conference Room 229 
State Capitol 

 
Aloha Chair Baker, Vice Chair Tokuda and Committee Members. 
 
My name is Scott Foster and I am testifying as the Communications Director for the Hawai`i 
Death With Dignity Society.  
 
We are in strong support of HB2739, HD1 with no amendments. 
 
Sincerely,  
/s/ 
Scott Foster 
808-590-5880 
fosters005@hawaii.rr.com 



    
 
 
 
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF TESTIMONY IN STRONG  SUPPORT OF HB 2739 hd 1: 
RELATING TO HEALTH: Our Care, Our  Choice 
 
 
SUBMITTED BY:  FAYE KENNEDY, CHAIR 
                             �����������ï�����	�����������������	�������������������
������ 
 
 
 
Chair Baker, Vice Chair Tokuda and members of the Committees: 
 
 
I am writing to urge your support HB 2739 hd1 relating to health care and choice. As an 85 year- old 
female who has had a very fulfilling, relatively healthy life, I am appalled by the thought of spending my 
final days in pain and suffering, should I develop a terminal illness.  I find it repugnant to think that a 
physician could be subject to any civil or criminal liability for prescribing a prescription to me to alleviate 
my suffering, upon my request. 
  
I speak as chair of the Hawai�ïi Friends of Civil Rights (HFCR), an organization that promotes justice, 
equality and human dignity for all. Thank you for doing the right thing on this important, long- overdue 
issue. 
 



 
 

March 15, 2018 

Aloha Chair Baker, Vice-Chair Tokuda and members of the committee, 

I respectfully submit the attached petitions urging lawmakers to enact medical aid in dying.  

Over 1,000 signers represent a sampling of the supermajority 80% of registered Hawai‘i voters who 
support medical aid in dying. (Poll: November 2016 Anthology Group.) The signatures were collected at 
voluntary events and venues throughout Oahu, including the annual Seniors Fair, the Women’s March, 
and our website.  
 
They were collected without influence from persons in a leadership position (religious or otherwise).  
 
If medical aid-in-dying legislation is enacted, Hawai‘i would join six states (Oregon, Washington, 
Montana, Vermont, California, and Colorado) as well as the District of Columbia in authorizing the 
practice. The seven jurisdictions have more than 40 combined years of experience with medical aid in 
dying without a single legally documented incident of abuse or coercion. 
 
We greatly appreciate your consideration of this important issue and hopefully your support of 
House Bill 2739 HD 1. 
 
Mahalo, 
 
Michael Golojuch, Jr. 
Grassroots Coordinator 
Compassion & Choices – Hawai‘i 
 

 





HAWAI'I VOTERS OVERWHELMINGLY SUPPORT MEDICAL AID IN DYING
We feel strongly that terminally ill, mentally capable adults should have the right to 

medication they can use to achieve a peaceful death.
LAST NAME FIRST NAME STATE ZIP
Ching Pandy HI 96839-1124
Nelson Doug HI 96753-9668
Saito Ronald HI 96786
Musto Linda HI 96813-1011
Schamber Sharon HI
Lee Grace
Young Ray HI 96707
Mick Judith HI 96734-1854
Cup Choy Mel HI 96744-5213
Turney Marian HI 96821-1005
Wilcox Ashley HI 96761
Olson Susan HI 96740-4314
Katz Marcy and Robert HI 96822-2664
Katz Robert HI 96822-2664
Cooper Janet HI 96768
Bess Henry HI 96825
Positiere Angela HI 96734-2156
Kaknes Kathryn HI 96734
Fujimoto Shirley HI 96789
Iyo Joycelyn HI 96720
Kingsbury Marshal HI 96744
Fontana Bob HI 96790-8042
SOLIEN CAROL ANN HI 96740
Leverenz Nikos HI 96818-1110
Takesue Dex HI 96825-2892
Metzger William HI 96822-1420
Grange Malachy HI 96816-5633
Strickland Aluha HI 96817-1273
Ige Eleanor HI 96817
Hartman Sally HI 96712-1520
Hartman Ralph HI 96712
Smith Stephanie HI 96706-4115
Schornstheimer Robert HI 96734
Schornstheimer Robert HI 96734
Lance Cindy HI 96822-1604
Fujimoto Frank HI 96744
Canton Pamela HI 96753-8617
McCluskey Judy HI 96707-2279
gawrys eileen HI 96706-3902
Saiki Kim HI 96734



HAWAI'I VOTERS OVERWHELMINGLY SUPPORT MEDICAL AID IN DYING
We feel strongly that terminally ill, mentally capable adults should have the right to 

medication they can use to achieve a peaceful death.
LAST NAME FIRST NAME STATE ZIP
Yano Mimi HI 96812-4464
McCluskey Judy HI 96707
Hiramatsu Sandra HI 96782
Hartman Ralph HI 96712
Kabir Dell HI 96755
Zane-Hartman Mari HI 96712
Squire Robyn HI 96707
Yoneda David HI 96805-1915
Hiraoka Nariyoshi HI 96734
Boyne Jonathan HI 96822-2158
Kibler Victoria HI 96740-9486
Radcliffe John HI
FLYNN CINDY HI 96744
Lance Cindy HI 96822-1604
Martens Nancie HI 96740
Nakamoto JO-Anne HI 96839-1424
Bush Georgine HI 96740-8676
Martin Martha HI 96779
Brock Carol HI 96768-9470
Wilson Nona HI 96785
Mersereau Selene HI 96734
Robson Maxine HI 96821-1603
Sliney George HI 96753
Taylor Camille HI 96761
Avery Alexandra HI 96734-2117
Black Martin HI 96734-4564
Reed R HI 96813
Scharff Karen HI 96822
Krishna Sankaran HI
Mick Judith HI 96734-1854
Summer-Brason Beata HI 96815
Fontana Bob HI 96790-8042
Boyles Kate HI 96734
Egged Molly HI 96734-3645
Doughty Stephanie HI 96744
Otsu D. HI 96826
Metzger William HI 96822-1420
Crowe Dougal HI 96790-7627
Meyer Luanna HI 96825
Yano Mimi HI 96812-4464



HAWAI'I VOTERS OVERWHELMINGLY SUPPORT MEDICAL AID IN DYING
We feel strongly that terminally ill, mentally capable adults should have the right to 

medication they can use to achieve a peaceful death.
LAST NAME FIRST NAME STATE ZIP
Lee Rev. George M HI 96816
Rosof Louis HI 96815-4730
Stephens John HI 96837
Pollack Edward HI 96745
Ubersax Roberta HI 96795-1664
Smith Stephanie HI 96706-4115
Reyes II Joseph HI 96790
Olson Susan HI 96740-4314
Schamber Sharon HI
Wong Brenda HI 96819-3047
Murphy Sandra HI 96813
Blair Patricia HI 96734-2746
Blair Patricia HI 96734-2746
Kaknes Kathryn HI 96734
Nakamura Tamah HI 96815
Tizard Thomas HI 96734-4415
O'Brien Joseph HI 96823-3513
Arnold Stacey HI 96816-3628
Yee Sanford HI 96816
Palombo Stephanie HI 96816
Lazear Rich HI 96704-8324
Musto Linda HI 96813-1011
Iyo Joycelyn HI 96720
Trubitt Anita HI 96734-3518
Browning Judy HI 96817-1790
Amona Kaliko HI 96712
Ortiz Roxanne HI 96813
McCloughlin Jane HI 96740
Rawe Maria HI 96790-8116
silverman Madi HI 96734-5829
SLAKTER MALCOLM HI 96822
Laine Linda HI 96825
Ring Stewart HI 96791-9307
Griffith Valrie HI 96816-1906
Ware Diane HI 96785-0698
LEE BARON HI 96820
Katz Marcy HI 96822-2664
Smothermon Leonard HI 96825
Oura Lana HI 96793-3544
Stenger Judy HI 96749



HAWAI'I VOTERS OVERWHELMINGLY SUPPORT MEDICAL AID IN DYING
We feel strongly that terminally ill, mentally capable adults should have the right to 

medication they can use to achieve a peaceful death.
LAST NAME FIRST NAME STATE ZIP
Segal Matsunaga Doris HI 96701
Kaknes Natalie HI 96744
Kaknes Natalie HI 96744
Sasaki P HI 96817-3524
Kim Jinja HI 96816
Head Dale HI 96792
Donnelly William HI 96778-8019
Hartman Sally HI 96712-1520
Hartman Ralph HI 96712
Gates Syrlyn HI 96706
Positiere Angela HI 96734-2156
dancer lotus HI 96768-7403
Hartman Ralph HI 96712
Heller Darrienne HI 96708-5896
Ching Pandy HI 96839-1124
Irikura Beth HI 96819
Goodyear Brian HI 96816-1704
Lombardi Laura HI 96749
Young Darlene HI 96734-1915
Palmer James HI 96817-8277
Gaffney Janet HI 96709-0358
Ware Diane HI 96785-0698
Grange Malachy HI 96816-5633
Shields Michele HI 96744-4358
Erway Marjorie HI 96745-2807
Miller Chuck HI 96821-2535
Day Linda HI 96816-3336
Day Linda HI 96816-3336
Snapp Tina HI 96704-8312
Jordan Elizabeth HI 96792
Parks Susan HI 96707-3758



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































http://www.latimes.com/health/la-me-end-of-life-care-20170821-htmlstory.html
http://www.latimes.com/health/la-me-end-of-life-care-20170821-htmlstory.html


http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-roberta-stone-20170630-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-roberta-stone-20170630-story.html
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